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SUBJECT: SECURITY ALONG THE RHODESIAN BORDER 

REF: (A) GABORONE 1975 (B) GABORONE 1949 (C) GABORONE 2101 

SUMMARY: THE DAILY NEWS, JULY 5, CONTAINED A STATEMENT 
RELEASED BY OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT WARNING BOTSWANA 
RESIDENTS TO STAY AWAY FROM THE RHODESIAN BORDER. 
PESSIMISTIC TONE OF PRESS RELEASE WAS REITERATED BY 
VICE PRESIDENT MASIRE AND PRESIDENTIAL ADVISOR I .F, GW ATT, A 
DURING SEPARATE CONVERSATIONS AT JULY 4 RECEPTION. END 
SUMMARY. 

1 . GOB PRESS STATEMENT INDICATED THERE IS A SERIOUS RISE 

IN CONCERN OVER THE DETERIORATING SECURITY SITUATION INSIDE 
RHODESIA. THE BOTSWANA GOVERNMENT FEELS THE INTENSE 
PRESSURE ON THE RHODESIAN SECURITY FORCES, CAUSED BY 
NATIONALIST GUERRILLA ACTIVITIES, MAY RESULT IN THE INCREASE 
OF ATTACKS ALONG THE BORDER AS THE RSF ATTEMPT TO 
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VENT THEIR FRUSTRATION. 

2. IT WAS POINTED OUT THAT IN THE PAST WHEN RHODESIAN 
FORCES FOUND THEMSELVES UNABLE TO COPE WITH INTERNAL 
LIBERATION STRUGGLES THEY HAVE RESORTED TO LAUNCHING 
INCURSIONS AGAINST NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES UNDER THE 
PRETEXT OF HOT PURSUIT. BOTSWANA NATIONALS WERE 
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DISCOURAGED FROM GOING NEAR THE BORDER UNDER ALL 
CIRCUMSTANCES. 

3. THE GOB STATEMENT REAFFIRMED BOTSWANA'S POLICY OF 
NOT PERMITTING ITS TERRITORY TO BE USED AS A GUERRILLA 
BASE. 

4. IN A CONVERSATION WITH THE AMBASSADOR AT JULY 4 
RECEPTION (REF. C) VICE PRESIDENT MASIRE UNDERSCORED 
GOB CONCERNS WITH WHAT IT SEES AS INCREASING THREAT OF 
RHODESIAN ATTACKS ON BOTSWANA. MASIRE SAID THAT GOB 
EXPECTS MORE BORDER INCIDENTS AS RHODESIAN SECURITY 
FORCES BECOME INCREASINGLY FRUSTRATED WITH THEIR IN- 
ABILITY TO CONTROL GUERRILLA ACTIVITY. AT SAME RECEPTION 
PRESIDENTIAL POLITIICAL ADVISOR LEGWAILA TOLD EMBOFF THAT 
GOB SEES RECENT SPATE OF KILLINGS OF INNOCENT CIVILIANS 
INSIDE RHODESIA AS A VERY SERIOUS AND DISCOURAGING 
DEVELOPMENT. LEGWAILA TOLD US THAT HE NOW EXPECTS A 
FIGHT TO THE FINISH IN WHICH THE PF WILL EMERGE VICTOR 
IOUS ONLY AFTER GREAT BLOODSHED. IF THIS TAKES 

PLACE, LEGWAILA PREDICTED THAT, WHEN PF FINALLY 
MARCHES INTO SALISBURY, VIRTUALLY ALL RHODESIAN 
WHITES WILL EITHER BE DEAD OR WILL HAVE FLED TO SOUTH 
AFRICA. 

5. COMMENT: WE BELIEVE THAT THE UNUSUALLY STRONG 
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STATEMENTS BY MASIRE AND LEGWAILA AND THE GRIM TONE 
OF GOB'S PUBLIC PRESS RELEASE SYMBOLIZE GROWING SENSE 
OF PROFOUND PESSIMISM AMONG GOB OFFICALS WHO MUST 
DEAL WITH RHODESIAN PROBLEMS. RECENT BORDER CLASH 
IN WHICH RHODESIANS CLAIMED TO HAVE ATTACKED ZIPRA 
FORCE OF 100 GUERRILLAS INSIDE BOTSWANA (REF. A) AND 
KILLING BY RHODESIAN FORCES OF THREE BOTSWANA CITIZENS WHO 
CROSSED BORDER INTO RHODESIA (REF. B) APPEAR TO SUB 
STANTIATE GOB CLAIMS THAT RHODESIA/BOTSWANA TENSION 
IS AGAIN RISING. THIS APPARENTLY RENEWED RHODESIAN 
AGRESSIVENESS MAY BE A RESPONSE TO WHAT RHODESIA SEES 
AS INCREASED ZIPRA ACTIVITY WITHIN BOTSWANA WHICH 
GOB DOES NOT HAVE MEANS TO CONTROL. WE ARE INCLINED 
TO AGREE WITH GOB ASSESSMENTS THAT MOUNTING FRUSTRA- 
TION AND ESCALATING VIOLENCE WITHIN RHODESIA MEANS MORE 
TROUBLE FOR BOTSWANA. 

NORLAND 
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